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Introduction  

Welcome to E-Songster, the music database that will keep your  music organized  

and accessible!  This is an awesome tool for music teachers and anyone else who 

accesses their music regularly.   

 

My name is Lisa Baydush.  Iõm a Jewish music educator and composer.  My husband,  

Lee, is the computer genius who wrote up this little program  to help me stay organized   

as I developed a vast music curriculum .  Once I started telling people about it, the e -mails 

started coming, pleading with Lee to ma ke it availableé so here it is, at long last! 

 

What Can E-Songster Do? 

Once you have set up your folders and coded your songs, E -Songster makes 

finding those songs quick and easy.  Here are a few examples:  

 

˕ Need a song for a high school graduation ?  Simply  apply a filter for 

ògraduationó songs and E-Songster will instantly bring up every song that  

you have coded as such.  Look through the records to find one that interests  

you and click on òaudioó to hear the song or ònotatedó to see the lead sheet.   

˕ Leading a song-session and need to make a play -list for yourself and a song -

sheet to hand out to your students?   Select all the songs you plan to sing,  

and then generate the song -sheet (lyrics) and play -list (chords).  After that, 

format the pages as desired ! 

˕ Looking for songs for an upcoming holiday?  Simply filter by that holiday or look 

under òreportsó for a list of holiday songs. 

˕ Forget the name of a song, but remember the artistõs name?  Search  by composer!  

˕ Want to find the chords to a song?  Clic k on the òfindó button, type in the name 

of the song, and select the òchordó button to open the chord document. 

˕ Need to transpose the guitar chords of a song to a different key?  Open your 

chord document and use the chord -shifter macro for instant chord tr ansposing!    

˕ Keep track of publication sources for your songs by listing the book or album 

that they came from.  That way when someone asks if you know where they can 

find a song, you can tell them!  

˕ Need to find a song containing a particular Psalm or Torah text?  Filter by text 

source! 
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Caveaté 

Like any database, it is only as good as the information you put into it.  It takes time 

to get your lead sheets, chord sheets, lyrics and recordings into f olders.  It takes 

time to code the songs properly.  BUT ONCE YOU DO, oh!, life gets so sweet! 

 

      

 

Getting Started  

 

Installing the programé 

To install the program, put the CD into your CD drive; the install should start 

automatically.  If not, open Explorer and browse to the CD ROM drive.  There will 

be a program called òSetUp.Exeó or òSetUpó (depending on how your computer is 

configured).  Double -click on it to run the program.  It will prompt you to locate the 

òSongsó folder which is in a new òE-Songsteró folder in your òMy Documentsó 

folder.  You will find the manual in pdf form there as well.  After the install 

completes, it will put a short -cut on your desktop to run the program.   

 

Setting Up Foldersé 

Now youõre ready to get organized!  If youõre like me, this is tremendously exciting.   

If youõre like the rest of the world, this is scary and overwhelming.  So take a deep 

breath, Iõll walk you through this, nice and easy. 

 

When you installed the program , it created a òSongsó folder in your òMy Documentsó 

folder .  Go ahead and open it and take a look.  I provided a few songs to get you 

started.  As you can see, every song in the database has its own sub-folder  in the 

òSongsó folder.   

 

Open the òOseh Shalomó folder  as an example.   In the folder are four items:  

òOseh Shalom-chords,ó òOseh Shalom-lyrics,ó òOseh Shalom-notatedó and  

òOseh Shalom-audio .ó  Ideally, this is what every song folder should contain,  

and this is how you need to code your docume nts.  The database is looking for  

the ò-chordsó at the end of the name to indicate the chord-sheet, ò-lyricsó to 

indicate the lyrics, ò-notatedó to indicate a lead sheet and ò-audioó to indicate a 

recording.  You can have more than one of each in a folder ; the database will 

prompt you to choose one when you want to look at the files (but more about that 

later ).  Itõs also okay to put other documents in the folder if youõd like.  The  

idea is to store everything in a way that makes it easy to find in the future. 

 

Hopefully you already have documents and recordings in your computer.  If so, 

drag those folders into the òSongsó folder and re-name your documents and 

recordings as described above.   To make new folders, simply right click, select 

ònew,ó then òfolder,ó and re-name the folder with the name of the song.  If you have 

several songs with the same name, such as òOseh Shalom,ó then my suggestion  

is to name them with the artistõs last name, such as òOseh Shalom, Baydush.ó  

Please note that folder names c annot be longer than 50 characters, and do not use 

quotation marks.  
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Once you have your folders created , open the E-Songster program by double -

clicking on the short-cut icon on your desktop or by selecting E-Songster from your 

list of programs in the òStart Menu.ó  This graphic will appear briefly as the 

program is opening , and then you will see the first record in the database.  

 

 

 

Getting the Songs INTO the Databaseé 

Not to worry, this is easy.  Simply select the òutilitiesó tab at the top of the window 

and click on òscan folders.ó  E-Songster will automatically bring in all of the new 

songs from your òSongsó folder! 

 

The songs will appear in alphabetical order with a ò\ó in front of the name.  That 

slash is there so that when you have a huge database of th ousands of songs and 

you scan for new folders, the new ones will appear at the beginning of the data -

base (and not get lost in alphabet soup).   Once youõve coded the songs, just delete 

the slash. 

 

A Brief Overview of the Fields in each Recordé 

In database -land, a field isnõt green and a record isnõt broken.  So before we 

venture any further, a few definitions are in order.  Think of the database as a filing 

cabinet for your music.  Youõve already filled the folders with lyrics and chords, etc.  

The database is a place where you can retrieve the information you have filed.  

Yes, you can certainly go directly to the òSongsó folder and find what you need,  

but as the number of songs multiplies, youõll find it easier and faster to use  

E-Songster to access your information.   

 

˕ Record ð Continuing the analogy of the database as a filing cabinet, think  

of each òrecordó as a manila file folder labeled with the name of one song.   

So òOseh Shalomó by Lisa Baydush is one record, and òOld MacDonaldó  

is another. 

˕ Field ð A òfieldó refers to the places in the record where you can input data, 

such as the title of the song.  E-Songster did that for you automatically when  

it scanned for new folders.  Other fields are òComposer,ó òPublication,ó  

òText Source,ó and òNotes.ó 

˕ Button ð òButtonsó allow you to access documents or recordings contained  

in your songõs folder, or do some housekeeping like opening the folder  

from within the database or deleting records.  The òFindó and òFilteró buttons  

let you sift through your records by name or category.   Note that a grayed -out 

button means the button is inactive ; the colored buttons means there is a 

corresponding file in the songõs folder. 

˕ Tab ð There are three òtabsó at the top of the window ð òSongs,ó òReportsó and 

òUtilities.ó  When you click on them, a drop-down menu appears with various 

choices, such as òManage Listsó or òScan folders.ó 
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˕ Category  ð This refers to the check-boxes that you select to code a song by its 

applicability, such as its theme, associated holiday, and the age group for 

whom it is most appropriate.  

 

Iõll explain all of this in greater detail later.   Right now, itõs time to do some coding!  

 

Coding the Songsé 

There are three boxes filled with categories for coding songs by how they are used:  

òThemes,ó òHolidays,ó and òGrades.ó  These categories allow you to filter through 

the database for a specific type of song, and are what  makes the E-Songster so 

useful!   

 

˕ Themes ð Select the theme(s) appropriate to the song.   

˕ Holidays ð Select the holiday(s) appropriate to the song.  This is where you can 

add life-cycle events as categories , such as graduations  and bõnai mitzvah. 

˕ Grades  ð This is a useful way to distinguish the songs based on the age groups 

with which you would sing them.   I also use this as a place for  òotheró 

categories, such as òWant to Learn This Songó and òFavorites.ó  

 

Some songs may have applicability to several them es, holidays and grades.  In this 

example, you can see that I have coded òOseh Shalomó as a òJewishó òPrayeró with 

the theme of òShalom,ó appropriate for òShabbat Eveningó and òShabbat Morningó 

services.   

 

 

 

The more specific you are, the more useful the categories will be.   For example, if 

you are compiling a playlist for a Shabbat morning service, it is not helpful to have  

a general òShabbató category because then you have to weed through liturgy that 

doesnõt pertain to that particular service.   On the other hand, if you donõt lead 
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services, then this might not be an important distinction for you.  Likewise, if you 

teach a specific set of songs at each grade level, then a detailed list of òGradeó 

categories  would be more useful than the list provided.  

 

The categories that are provided are merely suggestions.  Customize it to suit your 

needs; delete the ones you donõt need and create new ones.  To add a theme, 

holiday or grade, right -click on the box and choo se òAdd.ó  Type a category name 

and choose òOK.ó  To move the category up or down the list, use the arrow button 

to the right of the box.  To edit or delete a category, select the category, then right-

click and choose òEditó or òDelete.ó 

 

     

 

Using E-Songster 

E-Songster is very user-friendly.  Most things are fairly obvious, so I think youõll get the 

hang of it immediately.  But just in case you need some help, stick with me; Iõll be your 

tour-guide.  Hereõs a quick overview of all the fields and buttons in a recordé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Title of song 

 
Buttons to 

access chord-

and lyric-
documents. 

 

Button to 
access 

recording  

of song. 
 

Button to 

access lead 
sheets. 

 

Button to add 
song to an 

existing list. 

 
Buttons to 

apply or clear 

a filter. 
 

Buttons to 

move from 
record to 

record.  The 

ñ||ò and ñ}|ò 
move to you 

the first or last 

record. 

 

Button to 

assign a  
folder to  

a new record. 

 
Button to 

delete a  

record from 
the database, 

as well as a 

folder from  
the ñSongsò 

folder. 

 
A place for  

miscellaneous  

notes. 
 

Buttons by 

which to sort 
the database. 

 

 

 

Find a song by title,  
composer, publication  

or text source.  Find  

next or previous song. 
 

Click on an alphabet letter  
to move quickly to songs  

that start with that letter. 

Publication or album where 
you found the song or lead 

sheet, for future reference. 

 
 

Text source for the song,  
such as Psalms, Pirkei Avot, 

Torah, etc. 

 

Filter 
categories:  

Themes, 

Holidays 
Grades. 

 

Reports tab lets  
you access reports  

and generate lists. 

 

Utilities tab  
lets you scan  

for new folders. 

 

Songs tab offers a  
second way to do all  

that the buttons do.  Composer 

 

Button to  

open the  

songôs folder. 
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To Find a Songé 

1. Click on the òFindó button.   

2. Type the song title into the 

òSearch textó field in the  

òFindó window that appears .  

(Note that you may also search 

for a composer, publication or 

text source.) 

3. Click  òOK.ó 

4. The first record with that title will 

appear.  Select òFind Nextó to 

find the next song by that name.  

Select òFind Previousó to go back  

to a previous song by that name.  

 

 

 

Chords, Lyrics, Audio, Notatedé 

1. To view chords, lyrics or lead sheets, click on the corresponding button and the 

documents will open in the appropriate word -processing or graphics program 

on your computer.   

2. To listen to a recording of the song, click on òAudio,ó and the song will play in 

whatever multi -media program you h ave on your computer.   

3. If you have more than one song 

with the same coding, such as  

ò-chords,ó a dialog box  will 

appear asking you to select which 

document you wish to open.    

Click on the correct document 

and select òOK.ó 
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Filtersé 

You apply filter s when you want to see 

songs that share the same category .    

Click on the òFilteró button; select the category by which you wish to filter the 

database and òApply Filter.ó  Letõs use the Chanukah example to take you step  

by step through the filtering proc ess. 

 

 

 

1. Click on the òFilteró button; select òChanukah;ó select òApply Filter.ó 

2. Now, the only songs showing up in the database are songs that have been 

coded for òChanukah.ó 

3. To move from record to record, click on the little triangle which you find at the 

bottom left of the screen (below the Filter buttons, next to the word òRecordó).  

To move quickly to another part of the alphabet, click on the alphabet letters,  

or choose òFindó to find a specific song. 

 

 

E-Songster  

is showing the  
first of 105  

records coded  

for Chanukah. 

 

This button moves you  
to the next record. 

 


